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In the event of a partial or full school closure, the Remote Learning Policy will be used to
identify the practices and protocols used for teaching for those year groups learning from
home.

The Purpose of homework
Homework is an important part of the school curriculum; it can and should serve a range of
purposes such as ‘Preparation' (for the next lesson), 'Consolidation' (of what had been learned),
'Research or Enrichment’ (of a related topic). During the year, homework should:
e support classroom practice enabling students to extend learning;
e enable students to practise skills learned in the classroom and so deeply embed
knowledge;
promote personal and independent research and learning;
¢ allow for adaptive learning which enables all students to extend their learning;
encourage key behavioural skills such as self-reliance, time management, personal
organisation and collaboration;
e provide an opportunity to respond to teachers’ feedback;
encourage the development of research and presentation skills;
o allow for the testing of knowledge and the practising of techniques pertinent to criteria for
assessment in examinations;
o promote enjoyment of learning for its own sake;
e open up areas of study and to make possible the use of materials and sources of
information that are not accessible in the classroom;
e involve parents (and other adults) in students’ work.

The nature of homework
The type of homework will vary according to both stage and subject. The following guidelines are,
therefore, generic in nature. Teachers should:
e provide varying types of activity set within a student’s capabilities;
e provide homework activities which parallel or feed into learning in lessons;
e ensure students are given adequate notice of homework activities and that activities are
designed to take the length of time as outlined in this policy;
e support students who experience difficulty in completion of homework activities to ensure a
sense of achievement and to allow their self-esteem to grow;
e be sensitive to the social environment in which each child lives;
make available any resources required to complete the homework activity;
e establish a routine, known to students, regarding setting, collecting and giving feedback on
homework;
e ensure feedback and the student response to feedback is in line with the school’'s
assessment policy;
e maintain records of homework set and individual student achievement;
e evaluate homework activities regularly.
ensure that homework is set on Bromcom for students in Y7-11 and is set in line with the
homework timetable

Setting of homework

Homework timetables are issued to students in Key Stage 3 and 4. Sixth form students are
expected to have developed sufficient independent study and self-organisation skills to be able to
manage their workload.

Homework must be planned for as an integral part of student learning; high quality, coordinated,
interesting and well planned homework will support student achievement. Homework must be
purposeful, realistic, meaningful and appropriately challenging for all students. Clear deadlines for
completion must be provided by the teacher at the time the homework is set; teachers should
ensure that instructions are clearly indicated on Bromcom, including completion deadlines.
Homework must not be set with a completion deadline the following day. When setting homework,
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teachers must only set activities on days identified in the published homework timetables for each
class.

Homework timetable

Homework should be set regularly according to an agreed timetable whilst taking into account the
needs and circumstances of the students concerned. It should be seen as part of the curriculum
time entitlement for each subject. Each department must consider the role of homework in relation
to its curricular objectives and its overall scheme of work. Care should be taken to see that
students are not given too much homework or that they receive too little. We must recognise that
students work at different speeds and with differing degrees of thoroughness and a sensible
balance is required. As a planned part of the students’ learning, the claim that 'no homework has
been set' should prove hard to justify if made on a regular basis.

Homework is not optional. It should be planned with clear objectives in mind and once set staff
must be prepared to check that it has been completed satisfactorily. It should never become a
"reluctantly enforced time-filler".

Homework activities for Year 7 should be approximately 30 minutes each. Homework activities for

Years 8 and 9 should be approximately 40 minutes each and homework activities for Years 10 and
11 should be approximately 50 minutes each.

Homework allocations for subject areas per fortnight:

Subject Y7 Y8 Y9 Y10 Y11

Art

Music

Drama

Maths

Wl W[
WDIW|IO|=|=-
WDIW|IO|=|—-

English

Science
Enquiry
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Biology

Chemistry

Physics

Geography

History
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French

German
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Spanish
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Options

3 (x4)

Total

22

20

N
o

As a guide, students in the Sixth Form should devote at least 5 hours per week for each subject
outside of lesson time and will use both Study Periods and work at home to undertake this work.
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Non-completion or poor quality homework

If homework is not completed satisfactorily (quality and/or quantity), immediate follow-up is
necessary. What is an acceptable standard will depend on ability and level of effort and it is
important to recognise that additional help for a student may be the most appropriate first step.
Where punishment for the lack of, or poor quality, homework is to be used by the teacher, it is
important that the steps set out in the school’'s Behaviour Management policy are adhered to.

Completion of homework in school

Students in Y7 — 11 who wish to complete homework during break and lunchtimes are able
to make use of the library (according to its current opening hours) and Room 25
(lunchtimes). The library and Room 25 are managed by a member of staff.

Students in the Sixth Form are also able to use the library and Room 25 in addition to the
Sixth Form Centre, Independent Learning Centre and Room 11.
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