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Background: 
 
Handwriting is an essential life skill. Children who can write smoothly and clearly are more 
able to use writing to record their thoughts and ideas. When handwriting becomes 
autonomous for children, their ideas can more easily flow. Handwriting skills also help 
children to develop their reading and spellings skills and recording information in written 
form also helps children to recall and retain information. Handwriting is a complex skill that 
develops over time. To learn handwriting, children need to combine fine motor skills, 
language, memory and concentration.  
 
 
Aims of this Policy: 
 
 

 To raise standards in writing across the school by ensuring a clearly structured, 
taught progression in handwriting and presentation skills. 

 Children will be able to form all letters correctly, knowing the size and orientation of 
letters.  

 Develop a clear, fluent and legible style of handwriting.  

 Children to take pride in their writing and present work for a variety of audiences to 
a high standard. 

 To adopt a common approach towards handwriting by all adults when writing in 
children’s books, on the whiteboard or on displays and resources. 

 
 

Intent 
 

We value the importance of gross and fine motor skills practice in helping children develop 
the correct movements for letter formation. Handwriting is practiced regularly by all our 
pupils. Children in the EYFS practise forming letters in a variety of ways using different 
sensory materials and tools, including the Monster Phonics Letter Formation Rhymes videos 
which are continued into KS1 to ensure the formation and orientation of letters is embedded 
in everyday writing. We believe that handwriting is a movement skill, which is best taught 
regularly, through demonstration, explanation and practise.  
 
 

Implementation 
 

Fine motor skills warm-up activities  
These can be done, for a smoother transition to writing, with children in any year group. 
https://youtu.be/oM7aI3RlH4A 
  
In Reception, Year 1 and Year 2, handwriting and phonics are taught simultaneously 
through our Monster Phonics scheme https://monsterphonics.com/resources-
lessons/handwriting-resources-all/ using multi-sensory methods (see examples on 
Appendix 1 and 2).  
Letter formation practice is closely supervised until letter formation is secure. It is our aim 
to provide discrete handwriting lessons at least 3x a week, as recommended by the 
scheme. 

https://youtu.be/oM7aI3RlH4A
https://monsterphonics.com/resources-lessons/handwriting-resources-all/
https://monsterphonics.com/resources-lessons/handwriting-resources-all/
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Once Reception children have the appropriate gross and fine motor skills, they are taught 
to write individual letters. In EYFS2 and KS1 classes the children are taught the sizing of 
letters in relation to each other and the position of words on a page. Focus is also given to 
learning each letter rhyme which helps orientation and position of each grapheme.  
Letter Formation Rhymes (Appendix 2) 
 
High priority is given to helping children develop the correct pencil grip and pressure for 
writing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Handwriting exercise books are given to all pupils in Year 2 and Year 3. By now correct 
pencil grip and letter formation should be habit. Year 4 – Year 6 pupils practice their 
handwriting in lined exercise books. From Year 5 a pupil’s pencil will be replaced with a 
handwriting pen when the class teacher is satisfied with the development of their 
handwriting.  
 
By observing pupils during handwriting practise, staff can identify the needs of individual 
pupils with particular letters or how these letters join. Children in Year 6 evaluate the 
quality of their own formal handwriting each week.  
 
Left Handers 
 
Care is taken that these children sit on the ‘outside’ of a table thus giving extra elbow 
room. They are encouraged to slant their paper to reduce smudging. 
 
Seating position 
 

Teachers should ensure that pupils adopt the correct position to 
support handwriting. Feet should be flat on the floor; hips and 
knees should be at 90° and pupils should be using tables and 
chairs of the appropriate height. 
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Staff 
 
Staff across the school must correctly model the handwriting style shown in Appendix 1. 
This applies when marking, writing on the IWB and on any handwritten displays. A set of 
display letters is available in this handwriting style. Whilst we appreciate that the style shown 
in appendix 1 will be embedded for most of our children, our aim is to implement our new 
style across the school as children move up year groups.  
 
National Curriculum Expectations 
  
Reception 
A child: 
•Begins to form recognisable letters.  
•Uses a pencil and holds it effectively to form recognisable letters, most of which are 
correctly formed. 

 Handles equipment and tools effectively, including pencils for writing.  
 
Y1  

Pupils should be taught to: 
 sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly 
 begin to form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the right 

place 
 form capital letters 
 form digits 0-9 
 understand which letters belong to which handwriting ‘families’ (ie letters that are 

formed in similar ways) and to practise these 
 

Y2 

Pupils should be taught to: 
 form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another 
 start using some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters and 

understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined 
 write capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one 

another and to lower-case letters 
 use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters 

 
Y3/ Y4 

Pupils should be taught to: 
 use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters and understand 

which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined 
 increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting, [for example, by 

ensuring that the downstrokes of letters are parallel and equidistant, and that lines of 
writing are spaced sufficiently so that the ascenders and descenders of letters do not 
touch] 
 

Y5/Y6 

Pupils should be taught to: 
 write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed by: 
 choosing which shape of a letter to use when given choices and deciding whether or 

not to join specific letters 
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 choosing the writing implement that is best suited for a task 
 

 
Impact 

 
 
Handwriting is a skill, which affects written communication across the curriculum. Our aim 
is that children are to write with ease, speed and legibility. They will be able to write legibly 
and fluently throughout a piece of work with stamina and speed. They will be able to 
consistently form capital and lower-case letters correctly starting and ending in the correct 
places. Children will be able to join letters accurately choosing the correct joins 
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Appendix 1 
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Appendix 2 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 


